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The tables given below address the issue of surplus school 
space by showing, for each school board, the number of schools 
and the corresponding enrolment by percent occupancy for three 
levels of "loading". 


Percent occupancy for any given school is the number of 
pupils in the school (in headcounts) as of September 30, 1976 
as taken from the 1976 September School Report divided by the 
rated pupil capacity for that school as taken from the 1977 School 
Plant file maintained by the Ministry of Education. For example, 
the percent occupancy of a school with a rated capacity of 400 
pupil places and a September 30, 1976 enrolment of 200 pupils 
would be 50%. 


The rated capacity of a school is determined by the Ministry 
of Education by allocating a specific number of pupil places to 
each type of classroom in a school. For example, a regular 
elementary classroom is rated at 35 pupil places, a regular 
secondary classroom at 30 pupil places, a shop classroom at 
20 pupil places, and libraries and gyms at zero pupil places. 

The result is the total number of pupil places available in 
that school. This is termed the rated capacity of the school 
at 100% loading. 


However, it is not reasonable (largely from a statistical 
point of view) to expect a school to operate at 100% loading with 
each class filled exactly to capacity. To this end, the Ministry 
considers a school to be "full" for new building purposes if 90% 
of the pupil places are occupied. This is termed 90% loading and 
the percent occupancy at 90% loading of a school with 400 pupil 
places and 200 pupils is 55.6% (200 = (400x0.9) x 100. 


Some school boards consider a school to be full if as few 
as 80% of the pupil places are occupied. This is termed 80% loading. 
This same 200-pupil school would have a percent occupancy at 80% 
loading of 62.5% (200 = (400x0.8) x 100. The following points 
Should be noted: 
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Only those schools that could be matched by computer on 

the School Plant file and the 1976 September Report file are 
included. The number of pupils and schools that are "missing" 
may be determined for any particular board by comparing the 
total shown here with the board totals from the 1976 
September Report. 


Junior high schools, notably in North York and East York, 
present a special problem in that they are treated on the 
School Plant file as a single school assigned to the element- 
ary panel whereas on the September Report file, they are 
reported as two schools - a grade 7 and 8 elementary school 
and a grade 9 secondary school. Thus the elementary school 
appears to have a surplus of pupil places while the secondary 
school cannot be matched and is therefore not included in the 
output. 


French and English schools located in the same building present 
a similar problem. The School Plant file does not determine 
the sharing of the building between the French and English 
schools. Thus, one of the schools on the September Report 

file (there is no pattern as to which one) is matched and 
appears to have a surplus of pupil places while the other 
cannot be matched and is therefore not included in the output. 


Grade 9 and 10 separate school grades that are located in 
private schools and are therefore noted for grant purposes 
as leased space, are not included on the School Plant file 
and therefore do not appear in the output. This situation 

is most prevalent in the Metro Toronto Separate School Board. 


Portables are not included in the calculation of pupil places. 


Kindergarten classrooms are noted on the School Plant file 
at 40 pupil places - 20 pupils in the morning session and 
20 pupils in the afternoon session. This rating is approp- 
riate when counting half-time kindergarten pupils as pupils 
(i.e., headcounts) but is inappropriate for full-time 
kindergarten. Thus, schools with full-time kindergarten 


classes appear emptier than they actually are. 
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